
� 2008/09 Humanity in Focus Annual Review - 1 

 

 

 

 



� 2008/09 Humanity in Focus Annual Review - 2 

 

 

Foreword 
 
Who We Are 
 
Development of Humanity in Focus 
 
Work in Cambodia 

 Bike to School Campaign 

 Hope for Slum Project 

 IDEA (Involve in Design, Empower with Action) Project 

 
Advocacy and Education in Hong Kong 

 512 Sichuan Earthquakes Anniversary Reflective Articles 

 Global Citizenship Sharing Sessions 

 Israel-Palestine Conflict – “Hong Kong, Stand Up for Peace and Justice” 

Campaign 

 Millennium Development Goals – “Yes, We Can! End Poverty in 2015” Campaign 

 Young Global Citizenship Programme 2009 

 
Fundraising & Media Coverage 
 
Our Partners 
 
People 
 

 



� 2008/09 Humanity in Focus Annual Review - 3 

FOREWORD 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Since our inception in September 2006, Humanity in Focus (HIF) has always maintained the 

belief that everyone has the power to make a change. Year 2008/09 was another extraordinary 

year for HIF, improvements and breakthroughs were made despite difficulties in funding and 

facilities support. 

 

As a youth-run non-governmental organization (NGO) which has the slogan “from the youth, 

through the youth, to the youth of the world”, the most valuable essence of HIF is our youth 

power - HIF members voluntarily contribute time and effort in planning and implementing HIF’s 

projects. We are glad that our continuous efforts in promoting the concept of “Global Citizenship” 

and development assistance to impoverished children in Cambodia have been recognized by the 

grant of the Third Hong Kong Volunteer Award in November 2009. 

 

To ensure HIF’s accountability to our stakeholders, we prepared this annual review which 

highlights the progress of our local and overseas projects. In Cambodia, HIF has initiated two 

new projects which extend our beneficiaries to children in a slum area and elementary age 

children respectively. In Hong Kong, HIF held various campaigns to encourage people to learn 

more about the poverty situation in Cambodia, the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the 

accomplishment of the Millennium Development Goals. It is estimated that our youth education 

projects and development projects have reached out to more than 8,000 people in Hong Kong 

and benefited more than 500 children in Cambodia. 

 

Following the successful registration as a Hong Kong charity, HIF is determined to continue our 

endeavors with our overseas development projects, and at the same time, provide youth in Hong 

Kong with a platform where they may increase their awareness towards global humanity issues, 

and become advocates of global citizenship themselves. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have supported HIF’s work 

throughout the past 3 years. The achievements we have made would not have been possible 

without your advice, active participation and opportunities given. 

 

Dream Wild, Act Now! 

 

Warmest regards, 

Humanity in Focus 

Session 2008-2009 
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WHO WE ARE 
 

Our History 

Driven by a sense of responsibility as global citizens, a group of university students set up 

Humanity in Focus (HIF) in 2006 with determination to, first, serve children and youth in need in 

both urban and rural areas of developing countries; second, educate and mobilize youth in Hong 

Kong to discuss and concern about global poverty and humanity issues.  

 

From an activist group, HIF has now developed into a youth non-governmental organization 

which is a Hong Kong registered company (no.: 1382916) and is exempt from tax under section 

88 of the Inland Revenue Ordinance. To date, HIF is operated by 20 executive members and is 

supported by over 50 volunteers. 

 

 
 

 

Our Vision  is to become the foremost youth platform in Hong Kong where young leaders are 

nurtured to become global advocates and dedicate themselves to serve and empower children in 

developing communities through education in a sustainable way 

 

Our Mission 

 Empowerment:  To empower impoverished children from developing nations to reach their 

fullest potentials through education.  

 Education:  To educate and mobilize children and youth in Hong Kong to care and 

understand about global poverty and inequality issues, and take actions as responsible 

global citizens. 

 Exchange:  To promote global understanding among youth leaders in developing nations 

(such as Cambodia) and Hong Kong through volunteers’ exchange, and motivate them to 

take responsibilities and work together to build a better world. 

HIF Members�
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Our Core Values 

 Dedication to the impoverished 

 Respect for cultures and values 

 Education for all 

 Actions as young global citizens 

 Manifest professionalism and commitment   

 Sustainable Development 

 

Our Motivation 

 The Convention on the Rights of Child (CRC):  We initiate and implement our projects in 

accordance with the belief that children have the right to life and development, protection, 

and participation. 

 Millennium Development Goals (MDGs):  We strive to make our contributions to the United 

Nations (UN) MDGs to put an end to poverty by 2015 by promoting primary education and 

child development in Cambodia and by developing global partners for development. 

 

Contact Us 

Address: Humanity in Focus, Cockloft, Po Yik Street No. 33, Tai Po, Hong Kong  

Email: contact@humanityfocus.org  

Website: http://www.humanityfocus.org 
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DEVELOPMENT OF HUMANITY IN FOCUS  

 

Since its establishment in 2006, HIF has devoted itself into development works in Cambodia and 

youth education in Hong Kong. As the following timeline would have illustrated, the scale and the 

scope of HIF works have been expanding in the past 3 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2006 

2007 

2008 

HIF was found on 16th September in its 

first fund-raising event. 

HIF organized its first awareness campaign on 

“World Aids Day” on 1st December at HKU with 

the Hong Kong Alliance Against Aids. 

HIF organized its first educational camp 

with Crossroads International in 

January. HIF implemented its first development projects 

in Cambodia: water tank, informal village school 

and teacher training. 
The Young Global Citizenship 

Programme was first launched in 

March. 

HIF has its first fundraising concert given by an 

A’capella group at HKU, Mosaic, in December. 

HIF volunteers from Shouters and 

Discoverers started promoting Global 

Citizenship to secondary school students 

and doing research on other NGOs’ 

development works respectively. 

Bike to School Campaign in Cambodia was first 

launched in June. 
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2009 

HIF organized its first awareness 

campaign on “Poverty in Cambodia” at 

CityU in November. 

HIF organized its first anti-war 

demonstration in Hong Kong in January. 
Hope for Slum Project in Cambodia was 

first launched in January. 

HIF has its first art gallery in Hong Kong 

Lam Tin MTR Station in August. 

HIF organized its first awareness 

campaign on “Poverty in Cambodia” 

at PolyU in October. 

HIF has become a Hong Kong registered 

company and charity in October. 

IDEA (Involve in Design, Empower with 

Action) Project was first launched in 

October. 

HIF received the Third Hong Kong Volunteer 

Award (Group Award) granted by the 

Agency for Volunteer Service in November. 

HIF organized its first walkathon in 

November. 

2010 
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WORK IN CAMBODIA 
 

Bike to School Campaign 

 

In June 2008, in view of the low school attendance rate and high drop-out rate in primary 

education in Cambodia, HIF initiated the Bike to School Campaign in two villages (Tngor and 

Kondul Strung Village) in the Battambang province to encourage school attendance and promote 

the importance of education to parents and the society.  

 

To assess the effectiveness of the campaign, HIF 

members visited these families again in June 2009 to 

understand how the bicycles have been used by the 

students and to receive feedbacks from these families. 

Families’ feedbacks were mostly positive and the 

students found the bicycles very useful as they could 

go to school within a shorter period of time. The team 

realized that many bicycles were broken after being 

used for a few months and were fixed by the families 

themselves. The team was impressed by the willingness of the families to maintain the bicycles 

within their capabilities. 

 

After conducting family visits in the Tngor and Kondul Strung Village, HIF members believed that 

the campaign has succeeded in promoting the importance of education to parents in the villages 

and in encouraging students to attend school regularly. Therefore, the team decided to extend 

the campaign to a third village, the Doun Mey Village, this year. Learning from last year’s 

experience, the team has further developed the Campaign’s arrangement to maximize the 

effectiveness of the Campaign. Again, a detailed process was carried out before the distribution 

of bicycles and 13 students (out of 21) were selected by the team to receive bicycles from HIF. 

�  

Distribution of Bicycles 

 

A Bicycle with a Flattened Tire�
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Hope for Slum Project  

 

Working in collaboration with Village Focus Cambodia (VFC), HIF initiated this Project in the 

Battambang province in 2009 to, first, promote the physical, social and emotional well being of 

the at-risk children in the slum area; second, enhance the quality of education, vocational skills 

and health care of children in the slum area.  

 

Our school aims at providing supplementary education to the children in the slum and so most 

enrolled students still attend public schools at the same time. We offer classes on English, Khmer, 

Mathematics, Arts, traditional dance and hygiene, which provide diversified learning 

opportunities for the students. A total of 130 students were enrolled in May 2009 and 85 students 

remained in July 2009. The age of students ranges from 4 to 26 and the male to female ratio is 

around 1:1.8. Five teachers and coordinator were recruited for this Project.  

 

To monitor the progress of the Project, HIF members visited some students and their families in 

July 2009. Positive feedbacks were received and students said that the classes provided by the 

school were practical and useful. This is true for English classes in particular because students 

do not receive formal English education until their secondary years in public schools. On the 

other hand, some students dropped out from the school because of financial constraints and lack 

of support from their families. While it is still too early to assess the impact of the school on the 

academic attainment as the school is just being run for around half a year, we believe that the 

school has nonetheless raised awareness on the importance of education in the slum area, and 

many students are motivated to further their studies with the support of their parents. 

 

Yet, this Project’s development has been affected by the replacement of the slum area and the 

evacuation of all slum residents. It is expected that all families in the slum area will be moved out 

in the mid of year 2010. Consequently, we may have to close down our school and locate our 

school in other sites eventually. We will keep in close contact with VFC in the coming months. 

 

HIF Inspectors, VFC Volunteers, School Teachers 
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IDEA (Involve in Design, Empower with Action) Proje ct  

 

Involve in Design, Empower with Action (IDEA) Project is another new initiative in 2009 jointly 

presented by three volunteer groups in Hong Kong: (a) HIF; (b) the Shower Talent Exclude 

Prejudice (STEP) design team (a team of architects and designers); and (c) the Hong Kong 

Outstanding Tertiary Students’ Service Association (HKOTSSA) (a university-based group 

experienced in organizing large-scale fund raising and social services in Hong Kong). This 

Project is mainly funded by the Hong Kong volunteers and subsidized by University of Hong 

Kong’s Centre of Development and Resources for Students (CEDARS). 

 

The main objective of the IDEA Project is to provide community facilities for a pre-school in the 

Kampot province in Cambodia which is operated by Cambodia Children Advocacy Foundation 

(CCAF) (our Cambodian local partner). The IDEA Project also aims at empowering the 

communities by engaging local residents in the planning and design of the community facilities.  

 

The construction of the community facilities will start in early February 2010. To facilitate the 

operation of the Project, more than 24 Hong Kong volunteers will be sent to Cambodia to do field 

visits and organize workshops for local residents in late February 2010. Upon the completion of 

the construction of the community facilities, it is expected that 130 local villagers and 130 

children in the rural area can be benefited from this Project. In addition, 20 local volunteers from 

CCAF will help monitor the Project and it is hoped that they will also be benefited from this 

project through skills transfer and cultural exchange. 

 

 
IDEA Project Organizers and Volunteers 
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ADVOCACY AND EDUCATION IN HONG KONG  

 

512 Sichuan Earthquakes Anniversary Reflective Arti cles 

 

The natural disaster 512 Sichuan Earthquake in 2008 has attracted a lot of public attention on 

impacts of natural disaster, disaster relief and post-disaster reconstruction. One year after, most 

of the shattered areas have been reconstructed by the Chinese government, international 

organizations and charities. People affected by the earthquake are also rebuilding their homes 

and starting a new life. 

 

HIF believes that development work in a 

disaster-affected area is a long term 

commitment. In 2008 and 2009, few members of 

HIF visited the affected areas in Sichuan in 

order to get first hand information on the 

progress of re-construction and to study the 

impacts of the disaster closely. We shared our 

thoughts in an e-newsletter special series with 

the hope that the Hong Kong community would 

not forget the sufferings of the people there 

and always remember the importance of humanitarian aid for post-disaster reconstruction work 

from time to time. 

 

Global Citizenship Sharing Sessions 

 

Throughout the year, HIF has been active in seeking opportunities to advocate and speak on the 

concept of global citizenship. It is estimated that our sharing sessions have reached out to more 

than 3,500 people in Hong Kong. Audiences of these sharing sessions consist of secondary 

school students, university students, school staff, youth of the community and representatives of 

local and foreign organizations. HIF believes that our sharing could help convincing people that 

they have the duty as global citizens to take immediate actions in response to the growing world 

problems. 

 

The sharing sessions were given in the following programmes/ schools: 

 “A Global-citizen Journey: Stepping into Cambodia” at City University of Hong Kong 

 “Career Park Course” organized by Roads, Hong Kong 

 “Humanity in the Era of Globalization: Agents of Change Academic Forum” organized by the Chu Hai 

College of Higher Education 

 “Induction Programme for LKS Faculty of Medicine Freshmen” organized by CEDARS, HKU 

Students in a New School Premise in Sichuan�
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 “O Clock - Wake up for Global Issue of Oxfam Club 2009” organized by Oxfam Hong Kong 

 “Red Cross International Humanitarian Service Leadership Programme 2009” organized by Red Cross 

International 

 “Summer School for Effective Leadership 2009” co-organized by the Hong Kong Federation of Youth 

Groups and HKU 

 “Training on Global Citizenship for Asia Pacific Alliance of YMCAs” organized by Oxfam Hong Kong 

 Carmel Divine Grace Foundation Secondary School 

 Cheung Chuk Shan College 

 Diocesan Girls' School  

 Kowloon Sam Yuk Secondary School 

 Munsang College Kowloon 

 Simon K. Y. Lee Hall, University of Hong Kong 

 Swire Hall, University of Hong Kong 

 Wei Lun Hall, University of Hong Kong 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Sharing at Simon K. Y Lee Hall, HKU�

Sharing at Chu Hai College of Higher Education�
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Israel-Palestine Conflict – “Hong Kong, Stand Up fo r Peace and Justice” Campaign 

 

The Israel-Palestine conflict is one of the unresolved and bloodiest conflicts in the world. Several 

attempts were made to enforce peace but the conflict still festers. On 27th December 2008, Israel 

launched an attack on Gaza which 1,300 Palestinians were killed. Most of the casualties were 

civilians. In response to the violence in Gaza, the global community has reacted promptly and 

proactively in demanding for an immediate ceasefire. Yet, people in Hong Kong, on the other 

hand, were not as conscious as people in the rest of the world. The war in Gaza hardly became 

headlines on Hong Kong’s newspapers and did not draw much attention and debates from the 

general public. 

 

Believing wars have disastrous and long lasting impacts on local people’s lives as in Cambodia, 

HIF, together with two students from the University of Hong Kong (HKU) and other concern 

groups, staged a campaign to raise local attention on the war. First, we organized an anti-war 

demonstration on 11th January 2009 which more than 1,000 students and ethnic minorities took 

part. Second, few members of HIF wrote an article “Marching for Global Citizenship in Hong 

Kong – In Response to the Israeli Attacks on Gaza” after the demonstration which was published 

in a publication of the Politics and Public Administration Association of HKU in 2009. 

 

HIF believes that the campaign was in great success in raising local awareness and illustrating 

how youth could take actions to reflect our concerns. 

 

Millennium Development Goals – “Yes, We Can! End Po verty in 2015” Campaign 

 

The United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) comprise 8 time-bound and 

measurable targets to combat extreme poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, gender inequality, and 

environmental degradation to be accomplished by 2015. Yet, most of the youth in HK have not 

even heard about the MDGs when we are at the half way to the accomplishment of the MDGs in 

(Left) HIF Members Participated in the Demonstration 
(Right) The Group Marched from Victoria Park to the United States Consulate General�
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2009. Consequently, HIF launched the MDGs Awareness Campaign in February 2009 to urge 

university students to take their responsibilities for the realization of the MDGs. 

 

Activities of the campaign included: 

 E-newsletter Special Series:  The 8 goals were 

introduced in the e-newsletter special series. 

 Posters on HKU Residential Halls’ Toilet Doors:  

The posters highlighted the progress of the 

accomplishment of each goal, and were posted 

on the toilet doors of some HKU’s residential 

halls. 

 Recruitment of Ambassadors:  40 students from 

different universities were recruited and trained for 

spreading the significance of the MDGs during the 

exhibition week. 

 Exhibition:  a counter was set up in HKU for 

providing information of the MDGs and illustrating 

how HIF members took actions to contribute to 

the MDGs through our development projects in Cambodia. 

 Lunch-time Forum – “Combat Poverty, Save the World” : various guest speakers who 

work in NGOs were invited to share their experience on combating poverty and making a 

better world in the forum. 

 

It is believed that the campaign has attracted 

more than 2,000 HKU students and staff. They 

became more concerned about the MDGs and the 

situation in Cambodia after the campaign. 

 

 

The Exhibition 

Stands for Promoting MDGs 
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Young Global Citizenship Programme 2009  

 

Introduction 

 

With the support of Oxfam Hong Kong, HIF has successfully launched the Young Global 

Citizenship Programme (YGCP) for the third time. YGCP is a 10-months programme which aims 

at training a group of young advocates on global citizenship. 

 

Among 250 applicants, 16 university students were selected to participate in the YGCP after two 

rounds of interview in February 2009. The participants were from different universities (i.e. the 

University of Hong Kong, the City University of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Polytechnic 

University) and with different backgrounds (e.g. social sciences, civil engineering, speech and 

hearing, hotel management). In addition, 2 working youths were recruited for shooting of the 

Cambodia volunteering trip. 

 

Preparation for the Cambodia Volunteering Trip 

 

To equip the participants with sufficient skills and knowledge for the Cambodia volunteering trip, 

4 workshops and a team-building camp were organized during March – May 2009. A few 

experienced advocates related to fair trade, climate change, development work in developing 

countries were invited to share their thoughts and experiences in the workshops. They were Ms. 

Leung Pui Fung from Fair Taste, Mr. Andrew Lawson from Civic Exchange, Dr. Albert Ko from 

Médecins Sans Frontières, and Mr. Francesco Caruso from ADM Capital Foundation.  

 

In addition, HIF members also shared our views on global 

issues with the participants by organizing a Model 

WTO-Ministerial Conference, giving a lecture on the linkage 

between human rights violations and global citizenship, and 

screening the documentary “Control Room” (2004). Stressing 

the importance of understanding a global issue from different 

perspectives, participants were asked to give presentations on 

topics such as effectiveness of United Nations and impacts of 

global financial tsunami in developing countries. 

 

 

The Cambodia Volunteering Trip 

 

In June 2009, the participants and 6 HIF facilitators arrived in Cambodia. The team was warmly 

received by our local partner there – Village Focus Cambodia. 10 Cambodian youths were 

A Participant was giving a Presentation on the Impacts of Global Financial Tsunami�
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recruited to join YGCP this year, and they worked 

closely with the Hong Kong team to serve the needy 

in Cambodia throughout the trip. 

 

 

In order to let the team knowing the 

latest economic, social, political 

and environmental development in 

Cambodia, they were arranged to 

visit various local NGOs such as 

Phnom Penh Post, Cambodian 

Human Rights and Development Association, Friends International, Womyn’s Agenda for 

Change, Saboras Organisation, and Pour un Sourire d’Enfant. They were also asked to explore 

the capital city of Cambodia, Phnom Penh, in an afternoon to observe the daily lives of 

Cambodians and the interactions between Cambodians and tourists. 

 

Urban poverty has always been a key issue in developing countries. The team was arranged to 

visit 30 families in the Battambang slum to gain a deeper understanding of the slum’s situation. 

They identified a lot of social, environmental and health problems – inferior living conditions, low 

employment rate, drug addiction, poor access to education and sanitation in particular. After the 

family visits, they initiated a hygiene campaign at the slum school and led children in the slum to 

visit the elderly in the community to show their respect and concern. This service has reached 

out to 100 students in the slum school and 200 people in the slum community. 

� �

 

During the 1-week stay in the Kondul Sturng Village and the Tngor Village, the team taught in 

village schools during day time and visited villagers in late afternoons. Since HIF members have 

The Children Enjoyed the Games in the Hygiene Campaign 

(Left) YGCP Participants and Cambodian Volunteers 

(Below) Visit to Womyn’s Agenda for Change 
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served in these two villages in previous years, the villagers welcomed the team enthusiastically 

and provided the team with extensive support. The team also got a chance to visit farmlands in 

the villages and experience the toughness of farm life given the harsh working conditions and 

minimal income. It is estimated that 400 children in the village school were benefitted from this 

service. 

  

 

Under the guidance of HIF facilitators, the team helped with the planning, implementation and 

evaluation of HIF’s Bike to School Campaign. This experience enabled the team understood the 

rationale and operation of HIF’s development projects and hence they could assist with HIF’s 

development projects in the future. 

 

�  

 

 

Activities After the Cambodia Volunteering Trip 

 

Through the Cambodia volunteering trip, we believe that we gain a lot from the Cambodians 

while we serve. Participants are encouraged to become young advocates on Global Citizenship 

and bring forward their learning and insights to the Hong Kong society after the volunteering trip. 

 

During July – November 2009, the participants have given dramatic effort in participating in 

The Team Sprayed Paints on the Bicycles 

Classes with the Primary 1-3 Students in the Tngor Village 
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various workshops organized by Oxfam Hong Kong and Crossroads International, attending 

sharing sessions in secondary schools, being commentators of a movie screening for the 

International Day of Peace Commemoration 2009 at HKU and organizing educational 

programmes for secondary school students, awareness campaigns for university students and 

fund-raising activities. Their achievements were extremely impressive and the post-trip activities 

have probably reached out to more than 2000 people in the community. 

 

  

Posters for Lam Tin MTR Station Art Gallery 

  
Participating the Life X-perience provided by Crossroads International 

  

Exhibition and Counter at HKU, CityU and PolyU Respectively 
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Counter in the Global Citizenship and Social Service Week at HKU 

  

CAMBOWALK – Walkathon which Participants have to Wear Paper Slippers 
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FUNDRAISING & MEDIA COVERAGE  

 

Sources of Income 

 

HIF incomes are mainly from: (1) Sponsors, e.g. Oxfam Hong Kong, Swire Beverages; (2) 

Individual Donors; (3) Participants Fees; (4) Sale of HIF Products, e.g. publications and 

postcards. 

 

All incomes from individual donors and sale of HIF products are used for HIF development 

projects, while our youth education projects are mainly supported by our sponsors and 

participants’ fee. Oxfam Hong Kong remains our key supporter of the Young Global Citizenship 

Programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Media Coverage 

 

Compared to youth education development projects, we have 

spent relatively less time in seeking media coverage in the past 

one year. In 2008/09, HIF was interviewed by the following 

programmes/ newspaper: 

 Radio Programme: On Air Power 

(http://www.onairpower.com); “Teen Power” of RTHK 

(http://teenpower.rthk.org.hk/program/plaza/asx/20090918.

asx) 

 Online Magazine: Icubed.us 

(http://www.icubed.us/node/1985) 

 Newspaper: Ming Pao Daily News, Apple Daily News 

 

 

(Left) HIF 2009 Publication: Colour Our World;  

(Right) Postcards with Themes “Land Grabbing” & “Garbage Mountain”�

Ming Pao Daily News on the 3rd Hong Kong Volunteer Award 



� 2008/09 Humanity in Focus Annual Review - 21 

OUR PARTNERS 

 

Partners in Hong Kong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partners in Cambodia 
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